Focus Group #2
8th Grade Students (private school system)

Do you ever hear other students talking about drugs and alcohol? What do you hear?
· Mostly hear about it from the high school kids.
· Kids talk about it jokingly. 
· Hear about it in the skyway from high school kids.
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Do you ever see anyone using drugs or alcohol? What do you see? 
· Uncles and aunts use, but all responsible.

Think back to the first time you saw someone using drugs or alcohol, can you tell me about that experience? 
· Thought the beer was pop.
· No one around his or her age group.

If you had questions about drugs and alcohol, who in your life would you feel comfortable talking to?
· Talk to mom and dad, easy to talk to.
· Heard from his father about a friend who had gotten into drugs and how badly it affected him
· Wouldn’t feel comfortable talking to teachers about it.
· Wouldn’t want to talk to the principal in fears of being in trouble

What difficulties do teenagers encounter when trying to get health information?
· Would talk to parents
· Open and honest with parents. 

Have you received education on drugs and alcohol? If yes, where did you receive this training and what types of things were covered?
· No training in  any classes at Cotter
· Heard of marijuana, heroine, pain killers, and methamphetamine from television shows or movies
· Had seen the television show Scared straight

If we developed a training class on providing health information to children and teens, what types of information should we include?
· Situations on what to do if you see people using drugs. (Talked about DARE)
· Bring in someone who has experienced drug use, under the age of 20. Someone who has gone through it first hand. 
· They would want to know about the affects of drugs

NOTE:
The students seemed to be very naïve about drug and alcohol as a topic. However, at the end of our session one student asked us about how they would approach a situation where they may have known someone who had tried it and was worried about them, but they did not want to talk to that student because they might get angry, nor did they want to tell a parent/counselor/teacher because they did not want that student to get into any trouble with the school or their parents. 
