Focus Group #1
7th Grade Students (public school system)

Do you ever hear other students talking about drugs and alcohol? What do you hear?
Everyone has seen someone drinking beer, smoking 
Male Students:
· Some students smoked marijuana in the bathroom 
· Kids at catholic schools smoking marijuana 
· Kids smoking on the bus to school 
· Drinking on a school bus  before and after school
· Dad told him that kids would smoke at the “corner”
· Kids smoking at the “smoking tree” across from the tree, it’s by the baseball field. 
· Teacher was fired for smoking weed, 5th or 6th grade teacher 
Female Students:
· Kids smoking after school 

Think back to the first time you saw someone using drugs or alcohol, can you tell me about that experience? 
Male Students:
· It’s weird
· Why does it smell funny
· Why do people do it and why can’t I have it
· Why do people do it
· They smell terrible
· Why do they put the dangerous chemicals in that
· Why do stupid people put that stupid stuff in their body
· Why are people doing it
· What is that (In regards to seeing people smoke in their cars)
· One student had an uncle die from a drink and driving accident last New Year’s
Female Students:
· Oh My God
· “Mom turned around and said I don’t like this tuna pop after drinking a beer”
· What is that

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you had questions about drugs and alcohol, who in your life would you feel comfortable talking to?
All Students:
· Mom
· Dad
· Police
· Obama
· Older Siblings
· Grandparents
· Friends
· One female student felt she would look at Google because she doesn’t trust anyone in her family

What difficulties do you encounter when trying to get health information?
Male Students:
· People may only know so much and may not want to talk about it
· They do not want the information to get out
· Do not want to get in trouble/grounded
Female Students:
· Extremely shy
· Trying to actually talk about it
· People may talk to other people that you asked them about it and might think you want to try it

Have you received education on drugs and alcohol? If yes, where did you receive this training and what types of things were covered?
Male Students:
· This class
· What drugs can do to you
· Methamphetamine 
· Chewing Tobacco 
· Talked about hairy tongue in regards to smoking tobacco
· In ATV safety they talking about how drugs/alcohol impairs the judgment
Female Students:
· In gun safety they talk about how it can affect your mind 

If we developed a training class on providing health information to children and teens, what types of information should we include?
All students:
· Make it scary, but not too scary (This was a big one)
· Realistic stories (This was a big one)
· Live interviews with people who have been through it (this is a big one)
· Show all of the effects
· Show videos
· Mr.beast—when it is realistic and they show it on TV
· Talk about the history of the drugs and where they came from
· Field trips to jails to show where you might end up
· Visualizations




